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the lower classes to take the law into their own hands,
and deal violently with the property of the wealthy. It
is simply a cogent, trenchant, graphic, and perfectly fair
presentation of a particularly strong case.
The other speech of the Budget campaign which acquired
a notoriety comparable with that of the Limehouse utter-
ance was die one which Lloyd George delivered at Newcastle
on October 9th. A phrase from its peroration, about " rare
and refreshing fruit", became a stock gibe in the Opposition
polemical armoury for years, especially when they happened
to be showing how meagre, in fact, was the harvest pro-
duced by the land taxes. Even more than the Limehouse
speech, the Newcastle speech indulges sparingly in rhetoric
It is conversational and persuasive, consisting for the most
part of the facts and figures of concrete cases illustrative of
the abuses which the new Budget taxes were intended to
cure* By October, however, when the Newcastle speech
came to be delivered, the threat that the House of Lords
would reject the Budget was being freely uttered; and
although Ministerialists professed to regard such an event
as beyond the bounds of credibility, Lloyd George never-
theless took the opportunity to convey a stern warning to
the Peers* A few extracts from this speech again will
serve better than any description to give a& accurate im-
pression of what Uoyd George's platform speaking was
like in this period, when he was the Moses or Joshua of
Liberal panegyrics, and the Jack Cade of Conservative
invective*
" A Minister in charge of a great Bill *', he quietly began,
" has. no time to prepare speeches, and I have not come
here to deliver a speech. I have just come here for a plain,
straight talk about the Budget, the opposition to it, and
the prospects of both. It is six years since I had the
privilege of addressing a gathering in Newcastle, and I have